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Riley Grant Helps Hartselle Students Avoid Drugs
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to help Hartselle City Schools steer students away from illegal drugs and violence.


The school system will use the $30,000 grant to fund a school resource officer to teach students in grades five through eight ways to avoid drugs and violent behavior. The officer, who will be employed with the Hartselle Police Department, will work with students and perform regular duties with the police department.  


“Youths need guidance and positive role models to help them avoid illegal substances and dangerous behavior,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this partnership between Hartselle schools and police to guide students toward bright and productive futures.”

The officer will help fifth grade students learn about the dangers and consequences of drug use by teaching the Too Good for Drugs curriculum. The curriculum covers subjects including goal setting, resistance to peer pressure, personal responsibility, healthy ways to handle stress and the negative consequences of drug use.

To help seventh grade students at Hartselle Junior High School, the officer will teach the Too Good for Violence curriculum. The curriculum helps students learn the skills and attitudes they need to get along peacefully with others, including conflict resolution and anger management.


The officer also will assist eighth grade teachers in presenting Project Alert, a substance abuse prevention program that teaches skills and strategies to help students resist illegal drugs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Mike Reed, superintendent of Hartselle City Schools, of the grant’s approval.
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